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Barak of Israel. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on James and Sally
Barksdale’s Pledge to the
University of Mississippi
January 20, 2000

Hillary and I applaud James and Sally
Barksdale for their dedication and leadership
on behalf of the cause of literacy. Their gen-
erous pledge of $100 million to the Univer-
sity of Mississippi will provide school chil-
dren in that State—especially those in the
most needy schools—with access to new
reading programs, train teachers in reading
education, and promote efforts to target and
help students struggling to learn to read.
Their generosity is an example of the extraor-
dinary role philanthropy plays in providing
a better future for our children, families, and
country.

Statement on Senator Bob Kerrey’s
Decision Not To Seek Reelection
January 20, 2000

I have said before of Senator Bob Kerrey
that he is always willing to be on the cutting
edge of change. But the change he an-
nounces today is a bittersweet one for his
family, his colleagues in the United States
Senate, and his constituents in Nebraska.

Our Government and Nation are better
because of Bob Kerrey’s public service. I first
got to know him when we served as Gov-
ernors in the 1980’s, when we shared a pas-
sion for education reform, farm problems,
and deficit reduction.

In the Senate, Bob Kerrey provided pivotal
leadership to turn our economy around by
getting rid of the deficit. His creativity, polit-
ical courage, and farsightedness have kept
him at the forefront of the fight for edu-
cational excellence, entitlement and tax re-
form, a stronger military, and a modern intel-
ligence capability. His leadership of the
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee
and recruitment of new blood and funds
helped shape a party that is firmly focused
on the future and prepared to do well in this
year’s elections.

As Senator, Governor, Medal of Honor re-
cipient, Bob Kerrey served our Nation above
and beyond the call of duty. ‘‘If I added to
their pride of America, I am happy,’’ said
Carl Sandburg. By that measure, Senator
Kerrey should be happy, indeed. Hillary and
I wish him well as he embarks on a new chap-
ter in his remarkable life.

Remarks at the California Institute
of Technology in Pasadena,
California

January 21, 2000

Thank you so much. Dr. Moore, President
Baltimore; to the faculty and students at
Caltech, and to people involved in NASA’s
JPL out here. I want to thank Representa-
tives Dreier, Baca, and Millender-McDonald
for coming with me today and for the work
they do in your behalf back in Washington.
I want to thank three members of our
Science and Technology team for being here:
my Science Adviser, Neal Lane; Dr. Rita
Colwell, the NSF Director; and my good
friend, the Secretary of Energy, Bill Richard-
son, who has done a great job with our na-
tional labs to keep them being innovators in
fields from computational science to environ-
mental technology.

One person who would have liked to have
been here today, and I can tell you thinks
that he would be a better representative of
our administration on this topic, is the Vice
President. When we took office together, the
fact that I was challenged scientifically and
technologically was a standing joke. [Laugh-
ter] And he wants all of you to know that
he’s campaigning all over the country with
a Palm 7 on his hip. [Laughter]

He wants you to know that he loves science
and technology so much, he’s not even angry
that Caltech beat out Harvard for top spot
in the U.S. News rankings this year. [Laugh-
ter] I think it has something to do with the
relative electoral votes of California and Mas-
sachusetts. [Laughter]

But before I came out here, I told Dr.
Moore and Dr. Baltimore that it was a real
thrill for me to meet Dr. Moore, that even
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